
Lathe Safety Rules 

1. Always wear eye protection - preferably industrial quality safety glasses with side-shields. The lathe can throw off 

sharp, hot metal chips at considerable speed as well as spin off spirals of metal that can be quite hazardous. Don't take 

chances with your eyes. Wear hearing protection during extended periods of operation.  

2. Wear short sleeve shirts, if possible, or shirts with snugly fitting cuffs if long sleeve. Loose sleeves can catch on rotating 

work and quickly pull your hand or arm into harm's way.  

3. Wear shoes - preferably leather work shoes - to protect your feet from sharp metal chips on the shop floor and from 

tools and chunks of metal that may get dropped.  

4. Remove wrist watches, necklaces, chains and other jewelry. It's a good idea even to remove your wedding ring since it 

can catch on rotating work and severely damage your ring finger and hand.  

5. Tie back long hair so it can't get caught in the rotating work. Think about what happens to your face if your hair gets 

entangled.  

6. Always double check to make sure your work is securely clamped in the chuck or between centers before starting the 

lathe. Start the lathe at low speed and increase the speed gradually.  

7. Get in the habit of removing the chuck key immediately after use. Some users recommend never removing your hand 

from the chuck key when it is in the chuck. The chuck key can be a lethal projectile if the lathe is started with the chuck 

key in the chuck. 

8. Keep your fingers clear of the rotating work and cutting tools. Do not grasp any chips with your hands, use a hook, 

brush, or pliers to remove them. If necessary, stop the lathe to remove chips.  

9. Avoid reaching over the spinning chuck. For filing operations, hold the tang end of the file in your left hand so that your 

hand and arm are not above the spinning chuck.  

10. Never use a file with a bare tang - the tang could be forced back into your wrist or palm. Inexpensive wooden handles 

are readily available for common file sizes.  

11. Safe, effective use of a lathe requires study and knowledge of procedures for using this tool. Read and thoroughly 

understand the label warnings on the lathe and in the owner’s/operators manual.  

12. Make sure tool bits are sharp and on center.  

13. All tool bits taken from the lathe tool drawer must be cleaned and returned when finished.  

14. When setting automatic feed, make sure the tool is a safe distance away from the chuck.  

15. Stop the lathe before taking measurements. Never try to take too heavy of a cut or try to rush through a part.  

16. Always clean the machine and make sure that everything is cleaned and put away. Remove tool bits from the tool post 

and drill chuck before cleaning.  


